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Lessons from Reading Text
Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation


Response on Power Lines in the City of Quartz
City of Quartz by Mike Davis presents the imagery of a fight between different social classes. As Mike narrates the history of Los Angeles and the multiple sects that have been in power since the city began its growth, a perfect illustration of the differences in social classes is evident. The Boosters, who encouraged immigrants into Los Angeles, creating a narrative of the city being bundled with opportunities, were mostly interested in selling their real estate products (Davis, 2006). Yet the kind of housing witnessed in downtown Los Angeles represents high levels of poverty compared to the estates occupied by the wealthy few. It is a clear indication of the differences in social classes. However, some groups, such as the Debunkers and the Noirs, decided to use their little power to educate the masses. Such groups came up with large numbers of employment opportunities. They invested mostly in the film industry.
The lessons I learn from this chapter include the fact that, although most people may not publicly admit it, social classes are the highest cause of discrimination in our society. Additionally, people struggle to attain power, and most of them use any means to acquire it, regardless of the harm their means cause to society. Some of these people create a false narrative; others create tension, while others launder money in order to secure positions of power. My first reaction to the text was to shudder at the background information about Los Angeles. The Los Angeles image, as portrayed by the mainstream media and conventional notion, is that of a city rich in opportunities for success, state of the art recreational facilities, and a whole community of wealthy people.
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